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PREFACE 
 

 
On behalf of the Arts, Recreation and Parks Commission members and staff that helped with its 
creation, I am pleased to present the 2024-2030 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan.   
 
Wenatchee continues to grow and evolve bringing with it changing demographics and boundaries, 
increasing expectations for service and funding as well as introducing other challenges. While 
embracing and moving with the changes, our core purpose still remains as simple as our humble 
beginnings. We exist to help build community through our people, parks and programs. This 
comprehensive plan has been developed to make sure that we focus our actions, efforts and 
resources so future generations may reap the benefits of: Beautiful public places, quality 
recreational experiences, protected habitat areas and vibrant arts and cultural opportunities.  
 
This plan is divided into six chapters: Introduction, Planning Area, Existing Resources, Demand and 
Needs Assessment, Guiding Framework and Implementation. The introduction describes the 
rationale behind the creation of the plan. The planning area and existing resources chapters define 
the physical boundary of the study area and provides brief descriptions of the key elements found 
within the area. Goals and objectives prepared for the plan came as the result of an information 
gathering process which is outlined in the demand and need assessment section.  The guiding 
framework section describes the core purpose, values, and outcomes for the organization.  Goals, 
objectives and strategic actions are segregated into the five categories of Parks and Facilities, 
Habitat, Recreation Programs, Arts and Culture and Organizational Development. The plan 
concludes with the implementation section that contains the capital investment plan which 
includes a summary of potential funding sources. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 5ǿƛƎƘǘ 5Φ 9ƛǎŜƴƘƻǿŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ōŀǘǘƭŜ L ƘŀǾŜ 
always found thaǘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜƭŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀōƭŜΦέ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
comprehensive plan would probably agree with our former President. We believe that planning 
has been indispensable for the future of our organization and to the City.   
 
I look forward to your support in making this plan a reality for the City of Wenatchee. 
 
 

David Erickson 
David Erickson 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Director 
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1.0   Introduction 
The purpose of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Comprehensive Plan is to establish 
a framework for the acquisition, development and improvement of park areas and 
facilities and the delivery of arts and recreational services throughout the City of 
²ŜƴŀǘŎƘŜŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƴƻǿ 
and into the future.  This plan ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ нл18 adopted Parks, Recreation 
and Open Space Comprehensive Plan and is consistent with Recreation and Conservation 
Office (RCO) and the Growth Management Act (GMA) Comprehensive Plan Guidelines. 
 
Parks and recreation facilities must be recognized as valuable not only to serve the needs 
of city residents, but also as important attributes for attracting visitors to the community.  
As Wenatchee grows, demand on parks and recreational facilities increase.  Recreation, 
arts and cultural opportunities are an important measurement of community livability in 
that they help to build strong neighborhoods and promote a high quality of life.    
 
Planning for community needs should be flexible yet comprehensive to assure that the 
needs of the community are consistently met. This plan examines and addresses current 
needs, desires and opportunities with an eye toward historical information relevant to the 
services provided by the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department. Population, 
land use, and general geographic features of the community are also considerations within 
the plan. 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Comprehensive Plan (PROS) is adopted by reference 
ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²ŜƴŀǘŎƘŜŜΩǎ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ.  As an element of the City's 
Comprehensive Plan, the PROS Plan undergoes a legislative review process, including Arts, 
Recreation and Parks Commission and City Council approval. The PROS plan provides an 
inventory of facilities and programs; outlines accepted standards for parks, open space, 
and arts and recreation facilities; establishes standards for such services; and presents a 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
visitors. 
 

1.1  Growth Management Act 
The Growth Management Act (GMA) establishes goals for cities to ensure that their quality 
of life is sustained as their communities grow.  One of these goals ƛǎ ǘƻ άǊŜǘŀƛƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ 
enhance recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to 
natural resource lands and water, and develop parks and recreational ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ όw/² 
36.70A.020(9)). The GMA also addresses open space in requiring that land use plans 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 
They shall include lands useful for recreation, wildlife habitat, trails, and connection for 
ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎέ όw/² осΦтл!ΦмслύΦ [ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ άidentify lands useful 
for public purposes such as utility corridors, transportation corridors, landfills, sewage 
treatment facilities, storm water management facilities, recreation, schools, and other 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǳǎŜǎέ όRCW 36.70A.150). 

Family Canoe Adventures 
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The parks and recreation element of a comprehensive plan must contain the following 
features: 
 

¶ Consistency with the capital facilities element; 

¶ Estimates of park and recreation demand for at least a 10 year period; 

¶ An evaluation of facilities and service needs; and 

¶ An evaluation of intergovernmental coordination opportunities. 
 
Projects prioritized during the planning process are included in the Capital Facilities Plan, 
which is updated annually. 

 

1.2  Planning Area Boundary 
The planning area for this process includes the Wenatchee City limits and the adopted 
Urban Growth Area (UGA).  The City recognizes that there is the possibility that sometime 
in the future the UGA boundary may change and if it does, the PROS Plan will be modified 
to address the change. 
 
Parks, recreation and open space facilities 
not owned or managed by the City and 
located outside of the planning area were 
inventoried and considered, but are not 
included in any specific calculations 
within the PROS Plan (level-of service, 
cost estimates, implementation). Chelan 
County is responsible for planning the 
area outside of the City UGA; however, 
the planning efforts of each agency must 
be coordinated. Any areas added to the 
UGA in the future, or areas currently 
within the UGA that may be annexed will 
need to address parks, recreation, arts 
and open space needs concurrent with 
that action.  Also, for the purposes of the 
PROS Plan, it is assumed that by the end 
of the planning period, all UGA areas will 
be incorporated into the City so the 
proposed facilities, population, level-of-service and any other recommendations projected 
include both the existing City and the entire UGA. If all of these areas are not annexed then 
some of the recommendations would not be implemented. 
 

1.3  Objectives and Approach 
The specific objectives of this planning effort are to: 
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¶ Describe the community setting to establish the framework within which park, arts, 
recreation, and open space facilities should be provided, including natural areas, 
developed park areas and current recreation trends and demographics. 

 

¶ Inventory the existing park, recreation and open space system including lands 
owned and operated by the city or other public agencies, both within the planning 
area and beyond. The planning area is defined in the previous section of this 
chapter. 

 

¶ Analyze needs and opportunities for future park, art, recreation, and open space 
facilities and programs and develop recommendations for meeting those needs. 
 

¶ Identify and establish goals and objectives to be met and objectives to carry out 
those goals as the PROS Plan is implemented. 

 

¶ Adopt a level-of-service which is based on the existing park system and the 
recommendations of the community to establish proposed level of service 
standards to help guide development of the park system over the next 10 to 15 
years with a primary focus of the next six years. 

 

¶ Create an implementation plan that establishes the overall estimated cost of 
achieving the proposed level-of-service that is ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
recommendations, prioritize those recommendations, and develop a plan to 
implement the priority recommendations through the Capital Improvement Plan 
(CIP). In addition, develop general strategies to be considered which respond to the 
projected population growth. 

 
Public input is important to a community-based parks, recreation and open space plan. 
This input process spanned the period of eleven months.  The citizen members of the Arts, 
Recreation and Parks Commission served as the Steering Committee to help oversee the 
process, provide input and evaluate the recommendations.  A web-based survey, public 
workshops and meetings ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǳƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
discussions. The public involvement process included the following: 
 

MEETING TOPIC MONTH 
ARP Commission Planning Process January 2023 
ARP Commission Web Survey Review February 2023 
ARP Commission Chapter 1 Draft Review January-February 2023 
Community Web Survey  February 24-March 31, 2023 
ARP Commission Chapters 2 and 3 Review March 2023 
ARP Commission Chapters 4, 5 and 6 Review April ς June 2023 
State RCO State RCO First Review July 2023 
ARP Commission Full Draft Review September 2023 
City Council  Regular Meeting October 2023 
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1.4  Previous Plans 

This PROS Plan, prepared in 2023, builds on previous 
comprehensive planning efforts by updating the 2018-24 
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan and the Parks and 
Recreation element of the City Comprehensive Plan.   
 
The 2024-30 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan 
referenced and incorporated information from a number 
of local planning documents and studies.  These included: 
 

¶ 2016 Wenatchee Conservation Finance Study.  

¶ 2022-2026 Our Valley Action Plan.   

¶ 2021 Park and Recreation Design Standards and Development Policies.   

¶ 2017-2027 Chelan County Comprehensive Plan. 

¶ 2020-2024 Chelan County PUD Strategic Plan. 

¶ 2022 Saddle Rock Trails and Recreation Community Survey. 

¶ 2021-2022 Riverfront Park Master Plan. 

¶ 2023 Washington Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).  

¶ 2022 Chelan Douglas Transpiration Council Regional Bicycle Plan.   

¶ 2021 Chelan County Multimodal Pathways Plan.  

¶ 2021 Wenatchee Complete Streets Academy.  

¶ 2019 Cemetery and Mausoleum Strategic Plan.  

¶ 2020 North Wenatchee Avenue Preliminary Engineering Summary Report.  

¶ 2022 South Wenatchee Bike Network Connectivity Study.  

¶ 2022 State of Play Trends and Developments Study.   

¶ 2022 National Parks and Recreation Association Agency Performance Review.  

¶ 2020 City of Wenatchee Comprehensive Stormwater Plan. 

¶ 2017 City of Wenatchee Comprehensive Plan.   

¶ 2017 City of Wenatchee Sewer Comprehensive Plan. 

¶ 2016 Wenatchee Sports Council Outdoor Recreation Survey and Report.    
 

Information that was still relevant to the current state of the community was considered 
and, in many cases, carried forward in the preparation of this 2024 update. 
 

1.5  Plan Document 
This plan is organized into six chapters and appendices including: 
 

¶ Introduction; Planning Area; Existing Resources; Demand and Need Assessment; 
Guiding Framework; Implementation; 

¶ Appendices including: Detailed information on existing park areas; Capital 
Improvement Plan details; Public survey results; Project Prioritization matrices. 
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2.0 Overview  

The City of Wenatchee is located in Chelan 
County in eastern Washington. It lies on the 
east-facing slopes of the Cascade 
Mountains along the shores of the 
Wenatchee and Columbia Rivers.  
 
Other communities within service area of 
the City of Wenatchee include:  East 
Wenatchee, Malaga, Rock Island, 
Cashmere, Monitor, Peshastin, Dryden, 
Orondo, Entiat and Leavenworth.  State Route 2 on the north and State Route 28 on the 
south feed into the City of Wenatchee.  The main north-south corridor through Wenatchee 
is Mission Street/Chelan Avenue which is State Route 285.  
 
Wenatchee is a destination location along the Stevens Pass Electric Vehicle Highway, 
Stevens Pass Greenway Scenic Byway and Cascade Loop Scenic Byway .    
 
Link Transit bus services has intra and intercity routes that connect to an expanding 
network of on-road and off-road pedestrian and bicycle facilities. The main transit hub in 
downtown Wenatchee is Columbia Station, a nationally recognized multimodal 
transportation center. Along with Link Transit service, there are two daily westbound 
Northwestern Trailways intercity bus routes and a single eastbound route that utilizes the 
stationΦ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ Empire Builder stops across the street from Columbia Station and offers 
daily westbound rail service in the early morning and eastbound service in the late evening.  
 

2.1 History 
The Wenatchi tribe lived along the Wenatchee River, which flows 
from the Cascades into the Columbia River.  Wahnaachee is the 
name given to the tribe by the Yakima Tribe, who passed it to 
explorer Capitan William Clark in 1804. They spoke a version of 
the Salish language. The culture and economy of the tribes 
centered on fishing, with some members gathering roots and 
berries and hunted game. Trappers visited the Wenatchee Valley 
ŦǊƻƳ мумлΩǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ муплΩǎ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ōŜŀǾŜǊ ǇŜƭǘǎΦ ²ƘƛǘŜ 
ǎŜǘǘƭŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƴŀǘŎƘŜŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мутлΩǎΦ 5ƻƴ /ŀǊƭƻǎ 
Corbett founded the town of Wenatchee in 1888. He named it 
after the tribe. As with the rest of the state, the spur to growth 
and development came with the arrival of the railroad. The first 

trail from the East arrived on October 17, 1892. The residents of Wenatchee voted for 
incorporation on December 23, 1892. In 1899, the State Legislature created Chelan County 
out of Kittitas and Okanogan counties with Wenatchee as the county seat.  Cash crops 
could not succeed without water and the story of agriculture in Chelan County began with 

Chief John Harmelt 
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irrigation. Starting in 1901, businessmen and landowners raised money for the Wenatchee 
Canal Company to construct the Highline Canal which extended 14 miles from Dryden to 
Wenatchee. The Wenatchee Canal Company later became the Wenatchee Reclamation 
District.  In 1908 the first bridge to cross the Columbia River was constructed, linking 
Wenatchee to the east. The bridge now is a 
pedestrian connection to East Wenatchee and 
provides support for an irrigation pipeline. 
Wenatchee got its first electric lights in 1923 
from a water-powered generator that was 
located on the Squilchuck River and built by 
pharmacist and schoolteacher L.V. Wells. In 
1930, Washington voters approved an 
initiative allowing the formation of public 
utilities districts. Congress created the Bonneville Power Administration in 1937 to 
distribute the ŘŀƳǎΩ ŎƘŜŀǇ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǳǘƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

 

2.2 Department and Commission History 
The first mention of a Park Board in Wenatchee was in 1929 
when the purchase of Memorial Park was being 
ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ in 1953 that the 
Board was officially established and members appointed.  
Despite running bond campaigns in 1922 and 1923 for park 
acquisitions and providing parks and recreational services 
such as constructing the City Pool in 1935, the first 
references to the department begins in October 1945 as the 
City Park and Playground Department is named in an 
emergency transfer of $2,000 to the department for the 
1945 budget year. The Park and Playground Department is 
referred to again in a salary ordinance adopted in December 1950.  In the salary ordinance 
adopted on January 12, 1953 it is listed as two Departments:  The Park and Playground 
Department and Swimming Pool Department.  
 
On May 4, 1953 the Park Department is officially created 
by ordinance #1330. This ordinance defined the Park 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊƪ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
supervision of the Park Superintendent, who shall have 
charge of all city parks, playgrounds, athletic fields, 
swimming pools and recreational facilities, and the 
operation, ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΦέ Lǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ 
that the definition of the Department resulted from a 
citywide reorganization of administrative powers. Even 
though officially designated, the Park Department 
continues to be listed as the Park, Playground and Pool Department in salary ordinances 

Locomotive Park - 1956 
 

City Pool in 1936 

Wenatchee in 1908 
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through December 27, 1956.  A year and a half later, Ordinance 1418 adopted on 
December 20, 1954 moved the Parks Department from its own stand-alone Department 
to a sub-department under the Commissioner of the Department of Streets and Public 
Improvements. 

 
A little over a year later on January 16, 1956, the Park Department was changed back to a 
standalone department now titled the Parks and Recreation Department through the 
adoption of Ordinance 1485. Along with changing the name and repealing earlier 
ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ άǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜΣ 
government control, supervision and operation of city parks, public squares, park drives, 
park ways, boulevards, golf courses, zoo, play and recreation grounds and swimming pools; 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΤ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜƴǎŜǎΤ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǇŜƴŀƭǘƛŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ 
of the Parks and Recreation Department remained essentially unchanged and referred to 
as the Parks and Recreation Department in salary ordinances through at least April 20, 
1971.   
 
In September 1975, ordinance 2197 established the Arts 
Commission for the first time and included provisions to advise 
property owners on beautification of properties and further the 
development and public awareness of and interest in the fine 
and performing arts. In 1977, ordinance 2306 was adopted 
which established a public art program and the beginnings of 
the public art fund, where city capital projects valued at over 
$25,000 would contribute into the public art fund. In August 
1978, ordinance 2337 again amended the public art fund to 
better define the boundary of the art contributions of within 
the corporate limits of the City. 
 
On February 24, 1987, ordinance 2665 was passed which amended ordinance 1485, again 
re-organizing the City and among other things, eliminated the Parks and Recreation 
Department and instead created the Community Services Department. This is the first-
ǘƛƳŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ ά¢he 
Community Services Department shall be under the supervision of the Community Services 
Manager who is responsible for the development, 
ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƪ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ 
the development and coordination of all recreational 
and cultural programs, and the sound operation and 
maintenance of the Wenatchee Cemetery and other 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΦέ  !Ǝŀƛƴ, as with the time period from 
1956-71, salary ordinances confirmed the continuation 
of the name and general function of the Department 
through at least November 30, 1993.   

Lincoln Park 1976 

Summer Day Camp 1992 
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On October 22, 1996 ordinance 3189 was passed which repealed the earlier ordinance 
creating the Community Services Department and re-created the Parks and Recreation 
Department.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ parks and recreation to be 
headed by a Director of Parks and Recreation, who shall be appointed by the City 
Administrator, subject to the confirmation by a majority 
vote of the City Commission of the City of Wenatchee. The 
Director of Parks and recreation shall be responsible for 
the development, maintenance and operation of the 
/ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƪ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΤ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
all recreation programs; and other related matters. It also 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀǎ άŀƭƭ Ŏƛǘȅ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎΣ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ 
pools, ball parks, ice arenas, and play and recreation 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²ŜƴŀǘŎƘŜŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜ 
Parks and Recreation Department continued by reference 
in salary ordinances through at least December 14, 2000.    
 
In October of 1999, Ordinance 99-35 amended the Wenatchee Arts Commission, arts 
programs and the 1% for the arts fund changing the dollar amounts for contribution to the 
art fund and further defining the roles and responsibilities. The Museum assumed the 
responsibility for providing administrative support for the Arts Commission.  
 
In December 2001, Chuck Largent, the Parks and Recreation Director retired. Because of 
the vacancy, responsibility and function of the Department unofficially moved to the City 
Administrator and Public Works Departments as described the minutes of the April 2002 
tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘΤ άRichard Brinkman 
gave a brief report on the reorganization of the Parks Department. Bob Johanson has taken 
over the maintenance portion of the parks. Richard will be overseeing the Recreation 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ tƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LŎŜ !ǊŜƴŀΦέ 
 
In 2007, the Parks and Recreation 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ Ƨƻō ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
updated in an effort to fill that vacancy. It 
was also discussed at the April 24, 2007, 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ  ά¢ƘŜ 
Board went over the duties of the Parks 
and Recreation Director position as stated 
in the job description handed out to the 
members. The coordination and support of the Parks & Cemetery Boards should be part 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ Ƨƻō ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ In August 2007 
Dave Erickson began working as the new Parks and Recreation Director for the City. 

 
In mid-2008, as the maintenance responsibility and operation of the Cemetery was being 
completed by the Public Works Department, it was decided at an administrative level to 

Coyote Reading a Candy Wrapper, 1996 

Rotary Park Playground construction, 2007 
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have the responsibility of the Cemetery Board to reside within the Public Works 
Department.   
 
From 2008 through 2014 responsibility for two additional 
Boards, the Greater Wenatchee Bicycle Advisory Board 
and the Community Center Advisory Board came to reside 
within the Parks and Recreation Department as did the 
supervision of the newly opened Wenatchee Community 
Center. Staff support for the Bicycle Advisory Board 
moved to the Wenatchee Valley Transportation Council in 
2009. The function of the Community Center Board was incorporated into the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board in 2014 by ordinance 2014-04 when the operation of the 
Community Center was contracted to Chelan Douglas Community Action. Public Works 
continued to provide maintenance support for the grounds and Community Center 
buildings and the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Director provided contract 
support for Community Action. 
 
At the end of 2014, through a re-organization of the Museum 
functions, responsibility for the Arts Commission and arts 
programs and services were moved to the Parks and Recreation 
Department. In October 2015 ordinance 2015-24 incorporated 
the parks, recreation and community center functions into the 
arts section of the municipal code. The Parks Board was merged 
with the Arts Commission was renamed to the Arts, Recreation 
and Parks Commission and the Department to the Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Services Department.   
 
 In 2018, ordinance 2018-30 moved the 
responsibility for park maintenance and cemetery 
operations back into the Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Services Department. Also, in 2018, 
ordinance 2018-44 added the responsibility of 
cemetery oversight into the Arts, Recreation and 
Parks Commission. In 2019, the management of 
the Community Center and park maintenance 
and operations moved back into the Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Services Department and in 2022 the Community Center was again 
leased out.  Pinnacles Prep Charter School now operates out of the Community Center 
campus with the City still owning the property. The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
Department is responsible for coordinating community recreation and special event 
programming, oversight of the Public Art Collection and provision of art programs and 
services, operation of the City Pool, park acquisition and development, park planning and 
park and open space maintenance and operations. 

Lincoln Park Renovation, 2022 

Summer Concert Series, 2015 
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2.3 Management and Operations 
The City operates under the strong Mayor-Council form of government. The Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Services Department receives policy direction and advice from the 
City Council and their appointed advisory bodies including the Arts, Recreation and Parks 
Commission.  

 
2.4 Planning Area Description 

The boundaries of the planning area are 
defined by the Wenatchee Urban Growth 
Boundary (UGA) and physically by the shore 
of the Columbia River to the east, the 
Wenatchee foothills to the west, the 
Squilchuck drainage to the south and 
Sunnyslope/Burch Mountain area to the 
north.    
 
Wenatchee is the largest community in 
Chelan County and provides many 
opportunities and amenities for residents 
and visitors. Wenatchee attracts visitors 
and new residents each year due to the 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ recreation 
activities, natural beauty, and low-cost 
energy.  It is an active sports community 
with state and regional events, boating 
activities, winter sports and annual festivals 
that draw visitors from throughout the 
Pacific Northwest.  
 

2.5 Climate 
Wenatchee is located on the arid eastern side of the Cascade Mountains at an elevation of 
about 600 feet above sea level.  With four distinct seasons, and a boasting of over 300 
sunshine-filled days a year as well as a snow filled winter season, the area realizes 
ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ улΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻǿ флΩǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴ ƭƻǿǎ ŀǘ ор 
degrees in January. The average 
annual precipitation is about 9 
inches with a mean growing season 
of 170-190 days. As the famed Apple 
Capital of the World, the climate 
supports a variety of fruit orchards 
and provides an outdoor recreation 
paradise.  
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2.6 Physical Setting 
The Wenatchee Valley is composed of a series of ridges and benches which are bisected 
by a number of drainage corridors.  Over time, this has created dramatic vistas of the 
Columbia River from the foothills of the Cascade Mountains. Wildlife corridors within 
publicly owned lands such as Sage Hills, Chelan County Public Utility District Homewater 
Property and Foothills North Natural Area provide areas for protection of mule deer and 
other common game species. Natural grasslands and shrub steppe communities thrive on 
the foothills series of benches and ridges. The Columbia 
and Wenatchee Rivers are the two major rivers. There are 
a number of seasonal or minor streams in the canyons of 
the planning area that drain into the Columbia River. 
Located at the confluence of the Wenatchee and 
Columbia Rivers and as part of Confluence State Park is 
the Horan Natural Area. This area provides a vegetated 
riparian corridor and streamside wetland coverage for 
wildlife habitat.  
 

2.7  Land Use  
The City of Wenatchee contains 10.66 square miles of total area. Of the total incorporated 
area of the city, about 17% is publicly owned properties including parks, various kinds of 
facilities, and land; about 20% is privately owned commercial or some other non-
residential use; about 46% is residential, and about 18% is public, canal, or railroad right-
of-way or a body of water. 
 

2.8 Outdoor Recreation Resources 

The planning area serves as an outdoor recreational mecca for local residents and visitors. 
Whether heading out the backdoor for a quick hike, paddle, run, or bike ride, or making a 
longer trek in the Wenatchee foothills, the area provides an easy to access, close-to-home 
recreational resource and economic driver for the greater Wenatchee community.  
Because habitat areas often serve multi functions, also providing valuable outdoor 
recreation opportunities, the overlapping connection between the two uses must be 
recognized. In the last 20 years, The City 
of Wenatchee has partnered with the 
Chelan Douglas Land Trust and the 
community on a concerted effort to 
protect a land for both outdoor 
recreation and habitat purposes for 
current and future generations. Whether 
on one of the areas rivers or on a trail in 
the foothills, the majority of outdoor 
recreation in the area occurs on lands or 
waters that are preserved for outdoor 
recreation, education and habitat.  

Horan Natural Area 

Snowshoe Hikes 
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The foothills trail system has been developed over 
time, creating a system of formal and informal 
trails open to a variety of users. While some of the 
trails are on public land owned by the City of 
Wenatchee, Chelan PUD, or on quasi-public land 
ownership by Chelan Douglas Land Trust, many 
trail segments are located on private land and are 
only open to the public through the good graces of 
private landowners. 
 
Currently there are nearly 40 miles of trails, multiple trailheads and informal access points 
in the planning area.  Some of these trails and trailheads or access points are more formal 
than others, providing a higher level of management and oversight.   
 

2.9 The Arts 
The arts bring people together across boundaries, increasing understanding across 
disparate and historically unequal groups to help create a community that is vibrant and 
connected.  Wenatchee serves as the arts and cultural hub of north central Washington 
with a variety of programs and facilities that serve the region. Ranging from performances 
held at the Town Toyota Center, Performing Arts Center, Riverside Playhouse and in the 
parks to a variety of installations and facilities that serve the community such as the many 
murals and large public art collection.   

 
Artists and arts organizations are an 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Ǉath to 
building connections. Opportunities for 
more even footed conversations among 
groups lead to insight and shared sense of 
community. These in turn lay the 
groundwork for exploration about how to 
maintain vital cultural and community 
traditions while inviting much needed 
neighborhood investment.    

 

2.10 Wildlife and Habitat 
The shrub-steppe environment in the planning area 
is one of limited water, hot summers, cold winters, 
and gusty winds. Plant communities are 
characterized by flowers such as balsamroot, 
lupine, and yarrow, and common shrub-sized plants 
such as sagebrush and bitterbrush. Higher 
elevations are scattered with stands of ponderosa 
pine and douglas fir. Lower elevations and draws 

Sage Hills Trails 

Summer Concert Series 

Balsam Root Flowers 
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are dotted with thickets of maple and wild cherry.  
Meadowlark, quail, and hawks are among the numerous 
birds living in the landscape along with snakes, lizards, 
and coyotes. Elk, big-horn sheep, turkeys and cougars are 
also occasionally seen in the area. During winter, mule 
deer depend on the lower elevations of the foothills for 
winter forage.  
 

2.11 Scenic Views 
The Wenatchee foothills not only provide a scenic 
backdrop to the city of Wenatchee they also provide 
incredibly scenic vistas of the Columbia River, 
Wenatchee Mountains, and Wenatchee River Valley.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ άǎŎŜƴƛŎ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇέ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ 
2,800 acres and includes areas such as Saddle Rock, 
Castle Rock, Burch Mountain, Dry Gulch, and the 
Sage Hills. Of this area, approximately 40 percent is 
in public ownership or private ownership with a 
conservation easement.  
   

2.12 Housing   
The expected population increase of 2,758 by 2030 for the Wenatchee Urban Growth Area 
creates an additional demand for housing for the already limited housing inventory.  The 
Washington State Department of Commerce has published a need for 10,531 housing units 
to be created in Chelan County between the year 2020 and 2046 based on the Medium 
population projection from the OFM. If the Wenatchee Urban Growth Area assumes a 
proportional share (59.59%) based on the last 20-years of growth (2000-2020) and we 
prorate it for the 2023 to 2030 time period there is need for the construction of 1,690 
housing units. 
 

2.13 Demographics 
Population characteristics of a community are vital to determining local demands for 
facilities anŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ ! ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ²ŜƴŀǘŎƘŜŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ 
determine what types of facilities should be developed.   
 

Table 2.13 Demographic characteristics ς Age 

 
 
 
 
 

AGE PERCENT 
0 to 5 years 6.6% 
0 to 18 years 14.1% 
19 to 64 years 63.6% 
65 and Over 15.7% 

Saddle Rock 

Lizard 
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      Source:  2020 U.S. Census 

2.14 Current and Forecasted Population 
To determine population growth projections, figures were extrapolated from the Office of 
Financial Management (OFM) medium estimated population forecast. The projected total 
includes those areas outside of the City limits of Wenatchee but within the planning area. 
Out of 280 cities in the State of Washington, Wenatchee is the 42nd most densely 
populated city according to OFM statistics. 

 
Table 2.14 Population Forecast 

 

 
 
 

      Source: City Community Development Department 

 

2.15 Race and Ethnicity 
Wenatchee saw an increase in Hispanic or Latino population and a 13% decline in White 
alone population from the statistics contained in the previous comprehensive plan.    

 
Table 2.15 Demographic Characteristics - Race 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
    Source: 
U.S. Census, 2020. 

 

2.16 Income and Education  
In the 2017-21 time period, 83.9 percent of people 25 years and over had at least 
graduated from high school and 27.2 percent had a bachelor's degree or higher. The total 
school enrollment in Wenatchee was 7,325 in 2022.  
 
The median income of households in Wenatchee in 2021 was $60,285 which is below the 
state level of $77,006. 13.3 percent of persons in Wenatchee were reported to be living in 
poverty in 2021.  
 

 2023 2030 
Wenatchee UGA 41,383 44,141 
Chelan County 81,261 85,889 

RACE WENATCHEE 
White alone 64.5% 
Black/African-American alone 0.8% 
American Indian or Alaska Native alone 0.9% 
Asian alone 0.8% 
Native Hawaiian and other Pacific 
Islander 

0.1% 

Hispanic or Latino 34.8% 
Two or more races 11.0% 
White alone, not Hispanic or Latino 59.0% 
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According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics in 2020 among the most common 
occupations were: Office and Administrative support, sales and related occupations, food 
preparation and serving, farming, transportation, healthcare, education and construction.  
 

2.17 Environmental Health 
¢ƘŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¢ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
for Environmental Public Health Data. The mapping tool contains information ranging from 
death from cardiovascular disease, age and gender, to populations living at or below the 
Federal Poverty Level and environmental exposers. These and other factors are combined 
into maps which rank the risks from high to low. Wenatchee is divided into several areas 
based on census blocks. The following is the summary map of Environmental Helath 
Disparities. In general terms, the areas in the southern portion of the city rank very high 
on the risk factors while the northern and western portions are mid to low risk. 

 

Source: Department of Health ς Environmental Health Disparities, 2023. 

 
2.18 Special Needs 

In Wenatchee, for the time period of 2017 through 2021 the U.S Census reported that 13.3 
percent of people under the age of 65-year-old in Wenatchee. The disabilities included 
serious difficulty with four basic areas of functioning ς hearing, vision, cognition, and 
ambulation. These functional limitations also include difficulties with selected activities 
from the Katz Activities of Daily Living (ADL) and Lawton Instrumental Activities of Daily 
Living (IADL) scales, namely difficulty bathing and dressing, and difficulty performing 
errands such as shopping. Overall, the ACS attempts to capture six aspects of disability: 
(hearing, vision, cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, and independent living); which can be 
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used together to create an overall disability measure, or independently to identify 
populations with specific disability types. 
 
The Arts, Recreation and Cultural Services Department serves as the primary coordinator 

of recreation programming and services for special populations in the community.  
Programs are designed to provide engaging social, athletic and fitness activities for 
individuals with developmental disabilities. Many of the programs offered are made 
possible through the receipt of grant funding and sponsorships.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Needs Social Program 
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3.0 Existing Parks and Recreation System 
The first step in the development of the comprehensive plan was the identification of 
existing arts, recreation, parks and open space resources within the planning area. This 
section provides an inventory and overview of the existing public and private developed 
parks, trails, and recreational facilities. Areas have been grouped into City of Wenatchee 
parks, habitat and natural areas, facilities art and recreational program resources, followed 
by other public resources and finally private resources available in the planning area.  

 

3.1 Description of City Owned Facilities 
The City of Wenatchee owns and operates 21 public parks and recreation areas totaling 
1,601.35 acres.    
 
The most effective park system is composed of a variety of parks, each designed to provide 
a specific type of recreation experience or opportunity. When classified and used properly 
they are easier to maintain, satisfy needs, create less conflict between user groups, and 
have less impact on adjoining neighbors.  Parks range in size and classification from small 
neighborhood parks to large natural open spaces. The following section contains detailed 
descriptions of the City owned parks and recreation facilities by classification type.   

 

Table 3.1:   Existing City Parks and Open Spaces Summary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PARK CLASSIFICATION TYPE ACRES 

Neighborhood Parks 12.33 

Community Parks 68.65 

Regional Parks 749.74 

Natural Open Spaces 635.24 

Special Use Areas 55.40 

Total All Park Areas 1,521.36 

Hale Park Skate Park 
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Figure 3.1:  Existing City Park and Recreation Facilities 
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3.1.1 Neighborhood Parks 
Ideally, neighborhood parks will be distributed equally throughout the community 
to serve citizens close to home.  They are small in size and used for non-supervised 
or organized neighborhood recreational activities.  Park visitors should not be 
required to cross major arterials to access a neighborhood park. Typically, a 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ǇŀǊƪ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
playground, seasonal wading pools, picnicking, open grass for passive use, outdoor 
basketball courts and can include multi-use sports fields for soccer and youth 
baseball.  

 
Table 3.1.1:  Neighborhood Parks 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS ACRES 

Centennial Park 0.41 

Chase Park 0.52 

Kiwanis - Methow Park 1.26 

Pennsylvania Park 1.02 

Washington Park 4.12 

Western Hills Park 5.00 

Total Neighborhood Parks 12.33 

 

 
The following are descriptions of City of Wenatchee owned Neighborhood Parks.  
Additional information may be found in the Capital Investment Plan Appendices. 

 

Centennial Park 
Location: 130 South Wenatchee Avenue 
Size:  0.41 Acres 
Site Description:  
A partnership between the Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center, Chelan 
County and the City led to the 
development the park. The 
Wenatchee Downtown 
Association later added restrooms 
through a community fundraising 
campaign. The Wenatchee area 
Rotary Clubs added the stage. The 
park was transferred to the City by 
Chelan County on November 2, 
2015. 

 
Existing Facilities:   
Existing facilities include a restroom, stage, grass amphitheater and public art.  
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Chase Park 
Location: 145 South Delaware Street 
Size:  0.52 acres 
Site Description:   
In 1909, Mable Chase donated her 
former home site for the park. The 
park is generally flat and located on 
a triangular shaped parcel. In 2010, 
a master plan was created for the 
park through a public involvement 
process. In 2020, a sidewalk, new 
play equipment and picnic area was 
added. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ǘŀōƭŜǎΣ ǎƘŀŘŜ trees and an 
open grassy area. 
  

Kiwanis - Methow Park 
Location: 420 Methow Street 
Size:  1.26 acres 
Site Description:  
The park has been the beneficiary of 
multi-year renovations through 
community projects of the Wenatchee 
Kiwanis. The club has provided new 
lighting, playground, and fencing, 
upgraded the basketball court, and 
installed a micro-soccer field and picnic 
shelter.   The play equipment was 
replaced in 2009 through the receipt of 
a CDBG Grant. In 2015, the Trust for 
Public Lands adopted the park and 
began a two-year long process to 
update the master plan for the park.  
The project received State grant 
funding in 2016 and was renovated in 
2019.  
 
Existing Facilities:  
Existing facilities include:  A wading pool, restrooms, play equipment, picnic areas, 
plaza, field turf sport court, half basketball court, skate features and kiosko and 
shade trees.  
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Pennsylvania Park 
Location: 219 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Size:  1.02 acres 
Site Description:  
Pennsylvania Park was acquired 
in 1924. It is a long, narrow 
rectangular parcel. The park has 
two distinct flat terraces. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
The park contains a seasonal 
wading pool, restrooms, shade 
ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ 
tables and multi-use field. The 
play equipment was replaced in 2009 through the receipt of a CDBG grant. The 
restroom was constructed and artwork was added to the wading pool in 2015.  
Picnic tables and safety fencing were installed in 2016 and a picnic shelter in 2019. 
 

Washington Park 
Location: 110 South Miller Street 
Size:  4.12 acres 
Site Description:  
Washington Park was acquired on 
August 12, 1946.  The park is a 
popular destination for picnicking 
and is a host site for the Summer 
Park Wading Pool Program.  
Through a partnership with the 
Kiwanis Club and the use of grant 
funding, the picnic shelter was 
replaced in 2016. In 2020 a number 
of hazardous trees were removed 
and replaced in the park and in 2022, 
sidewalks were added to create a 
loop walkway around the perimeter 
of the park. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
The park features a seasonal wading 
pool, restrooms, play area, picnic 
shelter, open field and shade trees. 
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Western Hills Park 
Location: 900 Woodward Drive  
Size:  5.00 acres 
Site Description:  
Western Hills Park adjoins John 
Newberry Elementary School and is 
an extension of the school play 
fields.  It is a flat grassy open space. 
The park was acquired from the 
Wenatchee School District on 
October 29, 1993. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
Open turf area and backstop. 
 

Figure 3.1.1:  Existing Neighborhood Parks 
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3.1.2 Community Parks 
Community Parks are moderately sized urban parks designed to serve as a focal 
point for community-wide activities and, as such are intended to provide either the 
facilities or intensity of activities that are appropriate in the community where 
noise, lighting and vehicular traffic are appropriate for the neighborhood.  
Community Parks often include one specific use or focal point that makes them 
special.   

 
Table 3.1.2: Community Parks 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following are descriptions of City of Wenatchee owned Community Parks.  
Additional information may be found in the Capital Investment Plan worksheet 
section of this document. 
 

Hale Park  
Location: 720 South Worthen Street 
Size:  4.97 Acres 
Site Description:  
Hale Park was donated to the City on July 2, 
2013. The property is generally flat and is 
bordered by the Apple Capital Recreational 
Loop Trail, Columbia River and Burlington 
Northern railroad tracks.  It is bisected by 
the Reclamation District bridge.   
 
Existing Facilities:   
Following a park design process, successful 
application for State funding was received 
for development. Phase one construction 
was completed in 2017 and included the dog 
off leash recreation area, parking and an 
open grassy area. Phase two was 
constructed in 2018-19 and included:  
restrooms, skate park, play area, picnic shelter, security cameras and landscaping.      

COMMUNITY PARKS   

Hale Park 4.97 

Lincoln Park 18.48 

Memorial Park 3.81 

Pioneer Park 7.00 

Rotary Park 8.00 

Riverfront Park 26.39 

Total Community Parks 68.65 
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Lincoln Park  
Location: 1410 South Mission Street 
Size:  18.48 Acres 
Site Description:  
Lincoln Park was acquired on July 20, 1945. It 
is constructed over a reclaimed landfill which 
creates ground settling issues. The park was 
constructed through funding received from 
State IAC/RCO grants in 1969, 1971, 1999 and 
2003. The park underwent a major 
renovation in 2022-23 made possible 
through the receipt of State, City and County 
funding.    
 
Existing Facilities:      
The park contains:  Two regulation size little 
league baseball fields, one T-ball field, two 
picnic shelters, a soccer/lacrosse field, a 
performing arts stage, restrooms, play area, splash pad, disc golf course, bmx pump 
park, mature landscaping and additional picnic areas.  Wenatchee Youth Baseball 
has long term facility use agreements for use of the fields and concession 
operations during the playing seasons.    

 
Memorial Park 
Location: 2 South Wenatchee Avenue 
Size:  3.80 acres 
Site Description:  
Memorial Park is the oldest park in Wenatchee. It 
was acquired during the years 1892, 1922 and 1929.  
It is centrally located in the community and is 
adjacent to the Chelan County Courthouse, 
Wenatchee Library and Apple Blossom Festival 
Offices. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
The park is a low impact open space with historical and commemorative markers 
and public art. It features a rose garden and plaza with a Civil War era cannon. The 
ǘǊŜŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ Cƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪways.  A process to 
update the master plan for the park was completed in 2015 and the first phase is 
being implemented in 2023-2024.  The park is the host site for the Washington 
State Apple Blossom Festival and other large community gatherings.  
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Pioneer Park  
Location: 220 Fuller Street 
Size:  7.00 acres 
Site Description:  
Pioneer Park is a large and generally 
flat open space with mature trees. It 
borders Pioneer Middle School and 
the Apple Bowl.    
 
Existing Facilities:  
The park features a picnic area, concrete skate park, play area, restroom, shade 
trees, and outdoor 10 lane, 50-meter swimming pool. In 2023 the pool received a 
major mechanical and structural renovation. 
  

Riverfront Park 
Location: 501 Fifth Street 
Size:  26.39 acres 
Site Description:  
Riverfront park is a portion of the Apple Capital 
Recreation Loop Trail.  It blends into Linden Tree 
and Walla Walla Point Parks which are owned 
and operated by the Chelan County PUD.  It is 
owned by the City of Wenatchee and operated by the Chelan County PUD. The 
railroad is operated by the Wenatchee Riverfront Railway, an affiliate of the 
Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
Miniature railroad, portion of the Apple Capital Recreation Loop Trail, shade trees, 
restrooms and parking. 
 

Rotary Park 
Location: 1810 Maple Street 
Size:  8.00 acres 
Site Description:  
Rotary Park was acquired on 
November 6, 1997. The initial 
development of the sloping site was 
completed from 2006-2008 through 
the collaborative efforts of the City of 
Wenatchee and the Rotary Club.  The 
park was partially funded through the 
receipt of RCO grants. 
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Existing Facilities:  
The park contains:  
Restrooms, splash 
pad, flag plaza, 
horseshoe pits, picnic 
shelters, basketball 
court, play equipment, 
walking trail, open 
grass areas and disc 
golf course. In 2022 
the Rotary Club 
constructed a Peace Plaza and in 2023, the full court basketball court was 
converted to two pickleball court and a half basketball court. 
 

Figure 3.1.2:  Existing Community Parks 
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3.1.3 Regional Parks 
Regional Parks are recreational areas that serve the city and beyond.  They are large 
in size with special features that are unique to the area.  Typically, they serve 
regional resources and focus on active and passive recreation, regional trails 
systems, and access to statewide waters for camping, fishing, hiking, boating, and 
picnicking and in some cases golf.   
 
Table 3.1.3:  Regional Parks 

 
REGIONAL PARKS                ACRES 

Foothills Regional Recreation Area 414.00 

Saddle Rock Natural Area 325.12 

Total Special Use Areas 739.12 

 
The following are descriptions of City of Wenatchee owned Regional Parks.  
Additional information may be found in the Capital Investment Plan worksheet 
section of this document. 
 

Foothills Regional Recreation Area  
Location: XX Number 2 Canyon 
Size:  414.00 acres 
Site Description:  
The Foothills Regional 
Recreation Area was 
acquired by the City of 
Wenatchee on 
November 30, 2022 
through the use of State 
grants and community 
donations acquired by 
the Chelan Douglas Land 
Trust.  It is a multi-parcel 
property that connects 
to Saddle Rock.  The 
property ranges from 
steep slopes to gentler 
shrub steppe habitat.    
 
Existing Facilities:  
The property is largely in its native state with a few existing trail corridors. The 
property features views of the Wenatchee valley and helps to preserve habitat. 
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Saddle Rock Regional Park 
Location: 1200 Circle Street 
Size:  325.12 acres 
Site Description:  
The Saddle Rock Regional Park 
was acquired by the City of 
Wenatchee on July 13, 2011 
through the receipt of a State 
of Washington Recreation 
Conservation office grant and 
local donations raised by the 
Chelan Douglas Land Trust.  It 
is the most heavily used 
outdoor recreation and 
outdoor education area in the 
Wenatchee foothills with tens of thousands of visitors annually. The site has a 
varied topography that ranges from steep cliffs to rolling hills.  It is a great example 
of volcanic intrusion showing the highly eroded neck of an ancient, extinct volcano.  
The property is situated between the arid shrub-steppe desert and the wetter 
pine/fir forests. Plant and animal species from both ecosystems share this area, 
creating a unique ecosystem.     
 
Existing Facilities:  
The park contains miles of hiking 
trails and shrub steppe habitat. 
An approximately 1.5-mile-long 
crushed rock surface main trail 
leads from the Saddle Rock 
Gateway and Outdoor 
Education Area up 1,500 feet to 
the top.  There are stunning 
views of the Wenatchee valley 
and Columbia River from the 
summit. In 2022 the ten-year 
long waste rock remediation 
project was completed which 
restored habitat areas and refurbished the main trail to reduce erosion and provide 
the all-weather surface.   
 

3.1.4 Special Use Areas 

Special Use Areas are public recreation facilities used for a special purpose such as 
city gateways, cultural activities, historic facilities, or specialized recreation.   
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Table 3.1.4:  Special Use Areas 
 

SPECIAL USE AREAS                ACRES 

Lower Castle Rock Trailhead 0.00 

Day Drive Trailhead 0.00 

Lions Locomotive Park 15.00 

Okanogan Street Community Garden 0.29 

Rainbow Park 1.23 

Saddle Rock Gateway and Outdoor Education Area 4.68 

Skyline Drive Overlook 0.50 

Wenatchee Cemetery 33.70 

Total Special Use Areas 55.40 

 
The following are descriptions of City of Wenatchee owned Special Use Areas.  
Additional information may be found in the Capital Investment Plan worksheet 
section of this document. 

 
Lower Castle Rock Trailhead 
Location: 1963 Castle Rock Avenue 
Size:  0.00 acres  
Site Description:  
The trailhead was developed in 2014 by 
the Chelan Douglas Land Trust. The 
trailhead is located on the Lower Castle 
Rock Natural Area. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
The trailhead features a vault restroom interpretive sign, picnic shelter with three 
tables and minimal parking. 

 
Day Drive Trailhead 
Location: Day Drive 
Size:  0.00 acres  
Site Description:  
The trailhead was developed in 
2008 through funding provided 
by the State RCO. The trailhead 
is located adjacent to the Sage 
Hills Gateway and trail system.  The trailhead is closed to use from November 1 
through March 30 each year to help preserve Mule Deer Winter Range. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
The trailhead features minimal parking and automatic gate. 
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Lions Locomotive Park 
Location: 1100 South Wenatchee Avenue 
Size:  15.00 acres  
Site Description:  
Lions Locomotive Park was acquired on January 1, 1951 and developed in part by 
the Department of Transportation in connection with construction of the State 
Route 285 interchange.  It is generally flat with mature landscaping. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
Lions Locomotive Park contains a historic locomotive 
display that is maintained by the Wenatchee Lions 
Club, shade trees and parking area.  Pathways, 
parking and landscaping were renovated in 2014 as 
part of the George Sellar Bridge Project. Picnic tables 
were added in 2017 and the landscaping was 
renovated in 2020, 2022 and 2023. 

 
Okanogan Street Community Garden 
Location: 214 Okanogan Avenue 
Size:  0.29 acres 
Site Description:  
The Okanogan Park site was acquired on 
September 18, 2015 through the use of the City 
General Fund and CDBG grant. It is a small, 
slightly sloping triangular shaped parcel.    
 
Existing Facilities:  
Following a community design process and through City budget allocations, in 
2022-2023 the property was developed into community garden with raised 
planting beds for reserved use. 

 
Rainbow Park 
Location: 1411 North Wenatchee Avenue  
Size:  1.23 acres 
Site Description:  
The property is a long narrow strip adjacent to 
North Wenatchee Avenue.  The property was 
dedicated to the City on September 7, 1999 for 
the placement of the entry art. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
Grass, trees and entry portal artwork. 
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Saddle Rock Gateway and Outdoor Education Area 
Location: 1201 Circle Street 
Size:  4.68 acres 
Site Description:  
The Saddle Rock Gateway and Outdoor 
Education Area is a gently sloping property 
adjacent to the base of Saddle Rock at the 
terminus of Circle Street.  The property was 
acquired on June 24, 2015. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
Construction of the property was completed in 2017 with funding provided by the 
City of Wenatchee, Lowes Foundation Grant, Chelan Douglas Land Trust, Alcoa 
Foundation Grant, a State RCO Grant and private donations. The gateway features 
parking for 83 vehicles, an electrical vehicle charging station, bicycle parking, water 
stations, picnic shelters, restrooms, interpretive signs and amphitheater. 
  

Skyline Drive Overlook 
Location: 1536 Skyline Drive 
Size:  0.50 acres 
Site Description:  
This site is a small parking area located on Skyline 
Drive in South Wenatchee.  It affords sweeping 
views of the City and Columbia River. The property 
was added to the park system in 2010. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
Parking area, trash receptacles.  

 
Wenatchee Cemetery  
Location:   1804 North Western Avenue 
Size:  33.7 acres 
Site Description: 
The Wenatchee Cemetery first operated as a 
private facility, with the earliest burials dating back 
to August 1895 and remains from private burial 
grounds throughout the valley relocated to this 
new, permanent location. The Cemetery is generally flat with mature shade trees. 
 
Existing Facilities:   
The cemetery features over 22,000 markers and mausoleums.    
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3.1.5 Natural Areas 
Natural open space can vary in function and size, and defined as land or water left 
primarily in its natural state with recreation uses as a secondary objective. A network 
of natural open space can be comprised of wetlands, habitat areas, steep hillsides, 
or similar spaces. Sites are usually owned by a government agency and may or may 
not have public access. In some cases, environmentally sensitive areas are 
considered as open space while in other cases they protect and provide for 
placement of a unique feature.   
 
Table 3.1.5:  Natural Open Space Areas 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The following are descriptions of City of Wenatchee owned Natural Open Space 
Areas. Additional information may be found in the Capital Investment Plan 
worksheet section of this document. 

 

Foothills North Natural Area 
Location: 1895 Horselake Road 
Size:  383.00 acres 
Site Description:  
The properties that compose the 
Foothills North Natural Area were 
acquired by the City of Wenatchee on 
February 27, 2015. They adjoin the 
Sage Hills trail system and were 
acquired through funding assistance 
from a State of Washington RCO grant 
and donation by the Chelan Douglas 
Land Trust. The property is managed 
similar to Sage Hills with seasonal 
closures to protect wintering Mule Deer and other sensitive habitats. 
 
Existing Facilities:  
Pristine shrub steppe habitat.  
 
 

NATURAL OPEN SPACES ACRES 

East Jacobson 16.50 

Foothills North Natural Area 383.00 

YŜƴȊƛŜΩǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴg 60.39 

Lower Castle Rock Natural Area 36.82 

Sage Hills Natural Area 138.53 

Wenatchee Mining Partners 114.50 

Total Natural Open Spaces 749.74 


