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City of
Wenatchee

MINUTES
Wenatchee City Council Meeting

5:15 PM - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2025
Wenatchee City Hall Council Chambers, 301 Yakima Street, Wenatchee, WA

"Creating community through responsive leadership and services for the citizens and visitors of the Apple Capital of the World."

Present: Mayor Mike Poirier, Councilmember District 1 Jose Cuevas; Councilmember District 2 Chelsea Ewer;
Councilmember District 3 Top Rojanasthien; Councilmember District 4 Travis Hornby; Councilmember District 5
Charlie Atkinson; Councilmember At-Large A Linda Herald; Councilmember At-Large B Mayra Navarro-Gomez

Staff Present: City Attorney Danielle Marchant; City Clerk Tammy McCord; IT Support Tim McCord and Terry
Mongrain; Finance Director Brad Posenjak; Public Works Director Tom Wachholder; IT Director Elizabeth Rossiter;
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Director David Erickson; Facilities Manager Elisa Schafer; Project Engineer Jessie
King; Stormwater Technician Kelsey Grover; WWTP Supervisor Mike Hodgson; Assistant Public Works Director
Jessica Shaw; City Engineer Jake Lewing; Assistant City Engineer Emma Honeycutt; Project Engineer Zachary Horton

5:00 p.m. EXECUTIVE SESSION

At 5:00 p.m. the Mayor and Council met in executive session. All Councilmembers were present.

Motion by Councilmember Charlie Atkinson for City Council to meet in executive session
for a time period not to exceed 15 minutes, with legal counsel present, to consider the
minimum price at which real estate will be offered for sale when public knowledge
regarding such consideration would cause a likelihood of decreased price. RCW
42.30.110(1)(c), and no further action to be taken following the executive session.
Councilmember Travis Hornby seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-0).

Council adjourned from executive session at 5:15 p.m.
1. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL

Mayor Mike Poirier called the regular meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. Councilmember Travis
Hornby led the Pledge of Allegiance. All Councilmembers were present.
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2.

3.

4,

CITIZEN REQUESTS/COMMENTS

Rae Patikus, 1545 South Mission, Wenatchee, addressed the Council with her concerns about
the Lighthouse closing and the closing of the foodbank there which has affected her and many
other community members. She also wished to publicly thank the Wenatchee Police
Department and a good Samaritan who assisted her when she had an accident in her
wheelchair the other day. She had sent an email to the Mayor about that, and staff will share
that email with the City Council.

Jesse Branscom, 121 Princeton/PO Box 4215, Wenatchee, addressed the Council with his
concerns about increasing sales taxes and utilities taxes. The Mayor will have a letter sent to
Mr. Branscom with information regarding the utility taxes.

Tara Shuttleworth, Wenatchee, addressed the Council about her concerns with homeless
youth and the need for a shelter for displaced teens in the community.

CONSENT ITEMS

e Agenda, vouchers, and minutes from previous meetings.
Vouchers:
Vouchers in the amount of $807,252.46 dated 8/30/2025 —9/5/2025
Payroll in the amount of $13,437.52 dated 9/4/2025
Payroll in the amount of $726,794.59 dated 9/5/2025
Vouchers in the amount of $1,547,803.90 dated 9/6/2025 — 9/12/2025

e Project No. 2306 8MG Reservoir Repairs Final Contract Voucher
e Project No. 2506 Olds Station Force Main Emergency Repair Final Contract Voucher
e Project No. 2508 Hawley Street Outfall Emergency Repair Final Contract Voucher

Motion by Councilmember Travis Hornby for City Council to approve the agenda, vouchers
and minutes from previous meetings; to accept the work performed by the contractor, SCI
Industrial Services, LLC, for the Jefferson Reservoir Improvements Project, City Project No.
2306, and authorize the City Administrator to sign the Final Contract Voucher; to accept the
work performed by the contractor, Hurst Construction, LLC, for the Olds Station Force Main
Emergency Repair Project, City Project No. 2506, and authorize the City Administrator to sign
the Final Contract Voucher; and to accept the work performed by the contractor, J&K
Earthworks, LLC, for the Hawley Street Outfall Emergency Repair Project, City Project No.
2508, and authorize the City Administrator to sign the Final Contract Voucher. Councilmember
Charlie Atkinson seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-0).

PRESENTATIONS

e Common Ground — Common Ground Community Housing Trust Executive Director Thom
Nees provided a Power Point Presentation to update the Mayor and Council on the work
of the housing trust and the progress made with the Crail Cottages and housing needs in
Wenatchee.
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Mission Ridge — Mountain Mindset CEO Josh Jorgensen and Mission Ridge General
Manager Matt Neubauer presented a Power Point Presentation highlighting the vision for
Mission Ridge’s expansion project, and the community and economic benefits. Mayor
Poirier will submit a letter of support on behalf of the city of Wenatchee and the
Wenatchee City Council.

Community Safety Action Plan — Assistant City Engineer Emma Honeycutt provided a
Power Point Presentation of the Community Safety Action Plan, highlighting the safe
system approach, and next steps towards implementing the plan.

5. ACTION ITEMS

A. Renewal of Joint Use Agreement with Wenatchee School District for Facility Use

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Director David Erickson presented the staff report.
Council asked questions.

Motion by Councilmember Travis Hornby for City Council to approve the joint use
agreement with the Wenatchee School District and authorize the Parks, Recreation &
Cultural Services Director’s signature. Councilmember Chelsea Ewer seconded the motion.
Motion carried (7-0).

Interlocal Agreement with the Washington State Department of Transportation

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Director David Erickson presented the staff report
and Power Point Presentation. Council asked questions.

Motion by Councilmember Chelsea Ewer for City Council to approve the Interlocal
Agreement with Washington State Department of Transportation. Councilmember Linda
Herald seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-0).

City Project No. 2402 - Wastewater Treatment Plant South Viewing Area - Authorization
to Award Construction Contract

WWTP Supervisor Mike Hodgson presented the staff report.

Motion by Councilmember Travis Hornby for City Council to award the construction
contract for the Wastewater Treatment Plant South Viewing Area, Project No. 2402, to
the lowest responsive bidder, TMC Contractors, LLC, and authorize the Mayor to sign the
contract documents. Councilmember Jose Cuevas seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-

0).

City Project No. SW25-01 - Damaged Luminaire Replacement Project - Authorization to
Award Construction Contract
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Project Engineer Jessie King presented the staff report. Council asked questions.

Motion by Councilmember Top Rojanasthien for City Council to award the construction
contract for the 2025 Damaged Luminaire Replacement Project, City Project No. SW25-
01, to the lowest responsive bidder and authorize the Mayor to sign the contract
documents. Councilmember Travis Hornby seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-0).

The State of Washington Department of Ecology Water Quality Combined Financial
Assistance Agreement WQC-2026-Wenatch-00395

Stormwater Technician Kelsey Grover presented the staff report. Council asked questions.

Motion by Councilmember Mayra Navarro-Gomez for City Council to approve the
Department of Ecology Water Quality Combined Financial Assistance Agreement for
Water Quality Facility Education and Outreach. Councilmember Linda Herald seconded
the motion. Motion carried (7-0).

Professional Services Agreement, Amendment No. 4 with Hargis Engineers, Inc. Re: Clean
Building Performance Standards Compliance

Facilities Manager Elisa Schafer presented the staff report. Council asked questions.

Motion by Councilmember Charlie Atkinson for City Council to approve Amendment No. 4
to the Professional Services Agreement with Hargis Engineers, Inc. for additional
engineering support regarding the Clean Building Performance Standard Compliance
requirements, and authorize the Mayor’s signature. Councilmember Chelsea Ewer
seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-0).

6. REPORTS

MAYOR'’S REPORT. The Mayor asked the following Director’s to provide a brief update:

Finance Director Brad Posenjak announced that the 2026 budget was reviewed today at
the Finance Committee meeting and the committee also reviewed the departmental
requests. He requests Council feedback and will continue to work on the 2026 budget.
The preliminary budget will be available on October 1. October 9 will be a review of the
budget. It is a tight budget this year and the city will look to maintain current service
levels.

Public Works Director Tom Wachholder said the Washington State Transportation
Commission met in Wenatchee last week. He, the Mayor and City Engineer Jake Lewing
participated in the meeting and were able to showcase local projects and provide tours.
Fire Chief Brian Brett highlighted the need for Confluence Parkway on an emergency level.
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Information Technology Director Elizabeth Rossiter announced that October is Cyber
Security Awareness Month and her department is working on training and events for
staff. She has been working on training staff on the Al policy and mandatory email
management training for staff. The city’s website will undergo some updates as new ADA
rules will go into effect April 2027.

e REPORTS/NEW BUSINESS OF COUNCIL COMMITTEE

Councilmember Jose Cuevas reported that he attended the police oath of office ceremony
last week.

Councilmember Chelsea Ewer reported that the Downtown Possibilities Conference was
today and they had a great panel of city staff providing information on building
development.

Councilmember Top Rojanasthien reported that he will leave tomorrow to Japan as part
of the Misawa Sister City delegation.

Councilmember Travis Hornby reported that he attended the Downtown Possibilities
Conference today and presented on landlord/tenant leases with Jerry Berschauer. The
WDA continues to partner with the city to keep the flowers/plants thriving in downtown.
Link Transit is working on their 2026 budget. And he reported that Councilmember Jose
Cuevas received an award for saving a toddler who was walking down a busy street alone.

Councilmember Charlie Atkinson attended the Chelan Douglas Homeless Housing Task
Force meeting yesterday and they approved the 5-year strategic plan. It will now go to
the County Commissioners for approval. YWCA plans to building a new building to expand
the housing services they offer, and the task force approved funding support for that
project.

Councilmember Mayra Navarro-Gomez announced that 12 applications had been
received for the Junior City Council, and the subcommittee will review applications next
week. She attended Fiestas Mexicanas and talked with a lot of families and received a lot
of positive feedback and some concerns. The climate advisory policy team met last week
and eventually will come to City Council to acknowledge climate needs and fire safety.

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS
None.
8. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Councilmember Chelsea Ewer to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Travis
Hornby seconded the motion. Motion carried (7-0).
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With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:04 p.m.

Mike Poiner

Mike Poirier, Mayor

et Metend

Tammy McCord, City Clerk
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